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revolt also took place in the northern districts peopled "by the
Kachin hill tribes, which carried fire and sword half-way down to
Mandalay. In addition, rumours were current that the Myingun
Prince had escaped from Pondicherry, and made his way to Bangkok,
whence he expected to accomplish Thibaw's downfall. Some of the
Bunnan Ministers now told the King they believed the prisoners in
the jails were conspiring against him, and advised him to execute
them, in order to prevent them escaping and joining the cause of the
Myingun Prince. In consequence of this, on the 22nd September
1884, an indiscriminate massacre was begun of all the prisoners in
Mandalay, in which nearly 300 men, women, and children lost their
lives.

' The day after the massacre the corpses were carted out of the
city, and were thrown in heaps of four and five together, into shallow
graves. While these atrocities were being perpetrated, high festival
was held within the palace, and theatrical and other performances
were given night after night, to distract the attention of the people
from the horrors that were being continually committed around
them.

Trade had for the moment become paralysed. In October 1884,
the Rangoon Chamber of Commerce memorialized the Government
of India to interfere immediately in Upper Burma, and either annex
the Kingdom of Ava, or constitute it a protected State under some
other ruler than Thibaw, the former course for choice. But it was
obviously not in accordance with the settled policy of the Govern-
ment of India to interfere with the internal administration of
a neighbouring State, or to annex that country, merely because
commerce therewith was not increasing so rapidly as British Cham-
bers of Commerce might wish,

While these matters were receiving the consideration of the
Indian Government, the town of Bhamo, situated about 200 miles
north of Mandalay, and the centre of trade with Western China,
was captured and sacked by Chinese marauders on 8th December
1884. Fortunately there was no reason to believe that this seizure

was instigated by the Chinese Govern-

Chinese raid Bhamo.         ^^ ^ ^ ^^ haye introduced a still

further complication into the already existing tangle of affairs.
Under any circumstances, however, it meant the strangulation of the